OBJECTIVE OBJECTIVE
Preterm infants Preterm infants are among the most heavily are among the most heavily transfused patient populations. transfused patient populations.
In recent years, efforts to In recent years, efforts to reduce the number of reduce the number of transfusions transfusions by tolerating lower hemoglobin levels by tolerating lower hemoglobin levels have succeeded in some cases. have succeeded in some cases.
The benefits
The benefits , , the safety and adverse consequences the safety and adverse consequences have not been systematically evaluated. have not been systematically evaluated.
The objective of this study was to determine The objective of this study was to determine if if restrictive guidelines for red blood cell (RBC) restrictive guidelines for red blood cell (RBC) transfusions for preterm infants transfusions for preterm infants can reduce the can reduce the number of transfusions without adverse number of transfusions without adverse consequences. consequences.
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